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Children’s Council CPP Land Acknowledgement 5/23/2024
Robinson Rancheria

Samuel Barrett, Map of the terrltory of the Pomo linguistic stock and of the adjacent
territories of other linguistic stocks, showing dialectic subdivision and village sites, 1908

Lake County Children’s Council humbly
recognizes that the land we are currently on,
here at Robinson Rancheria, was stewarded by
Native peoples for millennia and was taken from
the Pomo people without their consent. We
mourn the atrocities committed upon Indigenous
people and the lands they hold sacred. We
recognize that injustices continue to this day. We
strive to achieve collaboration in a way that
honors past stewards and works toward a better
future for all members of our community.



Lake County Continuum of Care Educational Policy

Due to the myriad obstacles surrounding homeless families with school-age children and to
best serve youth and families experiencing homelessness in our community, the CoC has
established the following policies complying with Federal requirements:

1. The CoC will, and encourage all agencies serving homeless children and youth to, consider
the educational needs of children when placing families in interim housing. When families
are placed in emergency sheltering, transitional housing, and permanent housing, the CoC
and family-serving agencies will, to the maximum extent practicable, place families with
children as close as possible to their school of origin so as not to disrupt such children's
education, respecting the child’s individual needs or history.

2. The CoC requires all family and youth homeless assistance providers receiving Emergency
Solutions Grant or Continuum of Care funds and encourages all family and youth homeless
assistance providers to establish an internal policy (form policy attached) that supports
families and youth experiencing homelessness to enroll in school and access appropriate
services within the community.

3. Such policies must be consistent with and not restrict the exercise of rights provided by
subtitle B of title VIl of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act as amended by the
Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act of 2009
and other laws relating to the provision of educational and related services to individuals
and families experiencing homelessness.

4. Such policies must state that the agency will designate a staff person to be responsible for
ensuring that children being served in the program are enrolled in school and connected to
appropriate services in the community, including early childhood programs such as Head
Start, part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and programs authorized
under subtitle B of title VIl of the HEARTH Act.

5. The CoC will communicate and coordinate regularly with the Homeless Education Liaison
in all local school districts [include details as appropriate] to ensure that families and youth
experiencing homelessness are being served in the best possible way. The CoC and the
Homeless Education Liaison will share data and information.

6. The CoC will ensure local schools to consider the housing situation of children and youth
who are homeless and to make accommodations, as appropriate, to assist those children
and youth to meet their educational needs, and if they do not will advocate for policy and
practice changes.

7. The CoC encourages mainstream services agencies, including public transportation
agencies, to provide services and resources to homeless children and youth that will assist
them in meeting their educational needs.



Lake County Continuum of Care Sample Policy

Compliant with CoC Program Interim Rule 24 CFR 578.23(c)(4)(iii) and (iv, {agency name} has
committed to take the educational needs of children into account when placing families in
housing and, to the maximum extent practicable, place families with children as close as
possible to their school of origin so as not to disrupt such children's education.

As a result, our agency has implemented the following policies and practices:

In order to address the fact that many homeless youth and families do not know their
legal rights, the agency will post notice of students’ rights under the McKinney-Vento
Act at each program site serving homeless youth and families in no higher than a fifth-
grade reading level, in the frequently encountered languages of limited English
proficient groups eligible to be served by the Program, and in a fashion readily
accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g., Braille, audio, large type, assistive listening
devices, and sign language interpreters);

The agency has designated a staff person(s) responsible for ensuring that children are
enrolled in school and connected to the appropriate services within the community,
including early childhood education programs such as Head Start, Part C of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and McKinney-Vento education services.
{add details about staff person as relevant} This person(s) will stay informed about
resources and information relevant to children enrolled in school. This person will also
coordinate with the CoC and other youth-serving resources in the community.

The agency will ensure that all children 5 years and over are enrolled in school and
connected to appropriate services within the community. The agency will not require
children and unaccompanied youth to enroll in a new school as a condition of receiving
services {Include details for the local school district.}

The agency will be sure to allow parents or the youth (if unaccompanied) to make
decisions about school placement. The agency will not require children and
unaccompanied youth to attend after-school or educational programs that would
replace/interfere with regular day school or prohibit them from staying enrolled in their
original school.

During the intake process:

o Housing and service providers will inform families and youth about their
educational rights under the McKinney-Vento Act upon intake and assist families
and students in exercising those rights.

o The staff person conducting intake will ascertain if school-aged children are
enrolled in school. If not, the family/youth will be guided through the enroliment
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process. When enrolling, the family/youth should note that they are
currently/recently homeless.
= Service providers are encouraged to aid parents by helping them obtain
school records, health records, and other documentation. Although the
McKinney-Vento Act prevents schools from requiring such documents in
enrolling students, this will help facilitate a smoother transition for students
enrolling in education programs.

o The staff person conducting intake will ascertain if the school district/school have
been informed that enrolled children are currently or recently homeless. If not,
the staff person will inform the school liaison of the youth’s homeless status.
[Include details about how to do that.]

Children in school will be assisted to access the resources available to them through the
McKinney-Vento program, including, as available and appropriate, free breakfast and
lunch, tutoring, backpacks, uniforms, after-school and summer programs, and bus
passes.

If children in school encounter any issues obtaining the resources or support, they need,
the program staff, in partnership with the children’s parents, will contact the school staff
or school liaison as soon as possible for assistance to resolve the problem.

Program staff will support children in school, as appropriate and desired by the
children’s parents, by:

o Tracking the enroliment and attendance of students in their care,

o Collaborating with the school students attend and the school district liaison,

o Reporting children who are late to school to parents and case managers,

o Connecting children and youths with additional resources, such as after-school
and summer-term programs or medical providers, if appropriate and available,
and

o Gathering students’ report cards and grading information, truancy and
suspension notices, and other communications with school staff to further the
ability of an agency to keep track of its clients’ academic progress and quickly
identify potential concerns.

For young children, program staff will identify Head Start, Even Start, and other
available programs, and assist parents in accessing those services, as appropriate and
available.

Program staff will remind parents to inform the school when the family moves to
permanent housing to assist the school district in maintaining accurate information
about who is eligible for McKinney-Vento-related services, and with the parent's
permission will email the homeless education liaison when the family moves out of the
program.

Records of the agencies’ activities complying with this policy should kept and reviewed
to ensure compliance.



Lake County Continuum of Care Domestic Violence Policies

The LCCoC ensures that survivors of domestic violence are able to access any homeless
program that is able to ensure participant safety and is appropriate to their needs; no individual or
family is denied access to any homeless program due to experiences as a survivor of domestic
violence.

Emergency Transfer Process Participants may submit an emergency transfer request directly
to program staff. The program must communicate with the Coordination Entry Operator to inform
them that an emergency transfer request has been made and whether the request is for an
internal transfer (a transfer where the client would not be categorized as a new applicant),
external transfer, or both. Participants may seek an internal and external emergency transfer at
the same time if a safe unit is not immediately available. If the participant receives tenant-based
rental assistance, the program will take reasonable steps to support the participant in securing a
new safe unit as soon as possible and a transfer may not be necessary.

Emergency Transfer Confidentiality Measures Programs will ensure strict confidentiality
measures are in place to prevent disclosure of the location of the client’'s new unit to a person
who committed or threatened to commit an act of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, or stalking against the client. Any information provided by a client when requesting an
emergency transfer, including the fact that domestic violence occurred, must be kept in strict
confidence by the program. No employees or contractors may have access to confidential
information unless explicitly authorized by law. The information must not be entered into any
shared database or disclosed to anyone unless the disclosure is:

1. Requested or consented to in writing by the individual in a time-limited release;
2. Required for use in an eviction proceeding or hearing regarding termination of
assistance; or
3. Otherwise required by applicable law.
The landlord does not have a right to know the details related to the emergency transfer either.

All efforts are made to protect the privacy and safety of survivors of domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, stalking, and human trafficking.

Family Separation Where a family receiving tenant-based rental assistance separates as part of
the emergency transfer, the family member(s) receiving the emergency transfer will retain the
rental assistance when possible. The program will work with the CoC and the household to
support an effective transfer in situations where the program is not a good fit for the family
member(s) receiving the emergency transfer.

Coordinated Entry Immediate trauma-informed, warm handoff through emergency
situations, in accordance with the Emergency Transfer Plan and Lake County Continuum
of Care Coordinated Entry Policy, highly recommends that all CoC partners refer
immediately to LFRC or Scott's Valley.

It is important for providers to consider the options for survivors seeking an emergency transfer
plan using a trauma-informed and person-centered approach and avoid creating trauma for
participants. All staff must be trained in conducting trauma-informed assessments of participants.



The LCCoC provides Trauma Informed Care training annually. Special consideration and
application of trauma-informed techniques are afforded to survivors of domestic violence or
sexual assault to help reduce the chance of re-traumatization.

To ensure the safety and address other needs of survivors of domestic violence, all assessment
staff must be trained to both provide appropriate safety planning for survivors of domestic
violence through the assessment process and to conduct a trauma-informed assessment of
participants. Special consideration and application of trauma-informed assessment techniques
are afforded to survivors of domestic violence or sexual assault to help reduce the chance of re-
traumatization.

Safety protocols and protections to those fleeing a domestic or dating violence situation will be
afforded the ability to enroll and be further prioritized within the Coordinated Entry System after
being safely accommodated. Clients presenting for service, currently fleeing a domestic or dating
violence situation, shall not be mandated to enroll in the CoC’s Coordinated Entry process,
however, they may at their request.

If the household rejects referrals to the victim service provider (VSP) but elects to be enrolled in
the CES, they must either:

e Complete the Coordinated Entry System full assessment process at that Access Point,
ensuring confidentiality and de-identification standards are followed’ or,

e Arrange with another point of certified entry to complete the assessment within 48 hours of
contact with the initial Access Point

Households presenting to an Access Point and who elect to enroll in the Coordinated Entry
System will have the option to have their personally protected identifiers withheld from the Lake
County HMIS as follows:

e First, Middle, Last Name entered as Unknown First 1, Unknown Last 1 (middle name null)

e Date of Birth, Race, Ethnicity, Veteran Status — Client Refused

e Lake County City or other local questions may be null

e Client Contacts — no completion

e Client Housing Documentation — no completion within the HMIS, but must be collected by the
housing project provider if the client becomes enrolled in a CoC project

A client’s full name along with other PPI from the Assessment may be transmitted for use by the
CES Operator for prioritization by uploading the hard copy assessment to a secure Lake County
Behavioral Health ShareFile folder.

Emergency Transfer Requests coming from Permanent Housing Projects

Specific emergency assistance/transfer protocols for clients served within the CoC are also
identified in each Program Standards document for Street Outreach, Emergency Shelter,
Transitional Housing, Rapid Re-Housing, and Other Permanent Housing that adhere to the
overall CoC Emergency and Safety policies.

The role of the Coordinated Entry Operator regarding emergency service protocols will be to
assist in the rapid identification of suitable safe housing options or, if available, emergency
transfer to suitable permanent housing projects. The CES Operator will remain aware of clients



on the Inactive category of the By-Name List who may need to change their list status due to an
emergency event. The Operator shall also ensure they are able to identify Households on the By-
Name List who request their personally protected information be anonymized but will be the first
level prioritized suitable housing matches dependent on availability.

The CoC CES will work closely with the network of participating and non-participating victim
services providers (VSPs) to act as quickly as possible to move a household with tenancy and
who is a DV survivor to another confidential unit, however, the CoC cannot guarantee either that
a transfer request will be approved or how long it might take to process a transfer request.
Information regarding emergency service connections and/or non-unit transfers will not be
recorded in the HMIS and the Lake CoC will hold confidential information regarding either tenants
or Access Point clients requesting emergency services or transfers. Tenants may give their
program provider written permission to release transfer information on a time-limited basis, or as
disclosure of the information may be required by law for use in an eviction proceeding or hearing
regarding termination from the Covered Program.

Confidentiality regarding emergency situations (on behalf of the CES, housing providers, and the
Household being transferred), should include disclosures of any new location of the tenant’s unit
or details about moving dates, associated household members, or other highly sensitive
information that might impact the Household’s overall safety.

Transferred tenants, regardless of the presenting safety conditions, must agree to abide by the
terms and conditions that govern occupancy in a new unit to which the tenant may be transferred
Emergency Transfer contact information for various emergency service providers is contained
within the HMIS on the program attributes form and all external records of emergency transfers
must be retained by the provider who made the request or five years from the date of the transfer
request.

VAWA-Required Forms and Notices The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) mandates that
recipients of HUD funding provide each household applying for assistance with a Notice of
Occupancy Rights and Certification Form at each of the following times:

1. The household is denied assistance;

2. The household is admitted to the program;

3. The household receives notification of eviction; and/or

4. The household is notified of the termination of assistance.

The CoC encourages all agencies to provide these documents to their clients.

The Notice of Occupancy Rights must be made available in multiple languages according to
program clientele’s preferred language(s), and include:

1. VAWA protections, including survivor rights of confidentiality and the prohibited bases for
denial or termination of assistance or eviction; and

2. Limitations of VAWA protections, including a housing provider’s compliance with court
orders and right to evict or terminate assistance to tenants for any violation not premised
on an act of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
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